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as being one which takes place naturally under the
operation of chemical, mechanical, etc., laws which
are known, or if not wholly known, yet at least
analogous to those which are; laws, accordingly,
which are open to our investigation.

Now, no one who knew anything of science would,
I think, suppose for a moment that there was any-
thing at all atheistic in thus attributing the formation
of coal to a process of evolution. But we can, I
think, without much difficulty imagine a man, say
of a devout turn of mind, who knew absolutely
nothing of science, who was in the habit of dwelling
in his thoughts on the immense usefulness of coal to
man, and regarding it as a direct gift from the Creator,
perhaps supposing that it had been created exactly
as we find it. Perhaps such a man, on hearing a
rumour that some scientific man had asserted that
coal was formed by natural causes from something
quite different, might be shocked, might imagine
even that he must be an atheist. Perhaps our
unscientific friend, after a time, might get some
inkling of the evidence on which the scientist relied,
and might be induced to come round to his opinion.
It is conceivable that in the change his faith might
be made to totter a bit. But it would not be evolu-
tion which was chargeable with this, but his own
narrowness of views, his own antagonism to the
opinions of his neighbour, whom he had put out